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June 2020  

Dear Rising Senior and family,  

You are encouraged to complete Joel Barlow’s Four-Year Reading Program this summer by fulfilling 
the Grade 12 component of the program. Guidelines for the Grade 12 Reflective Synthesis Project are 
available on the Summer Resources 2020 link on the joelbarlowps.org home page, as are the approved 
titles for senior summer reading and the JBHS Summer Reading Brochure. If you plan to complete the 
Grade 12 component of the Reading Program, I encourage you to access and review the guidelines as 
soon as possible. Over the summer, you may email me with any questions at thumiski@er9.org. Note 
that, in order to complete the project, you will want to review your cumulative writing folder in the 
Writing Center or digital pieces that you have during the first week of school in September, since the 
project is due on Friday, September 25, 2020.  

The most important reason for completing the culminating senior reflective synthesis project is that it 
will represent a significant plateau in the reading work you have accomplished over the past three 
years. Through synthesizing various texts you have read, you will make connections that bring you to 
higher levels of insight. For those who have been notified that their three year cumulative reading score 
is a “4” or higher, by completing the culminating project to the “4” level or higher you can achieve the 
Reading Program component of the JBHS Diploma with Distinction. If you have questions about the 
six components of the Diploma with Distinction, please consult your Student/Parent/Guardian 
Handbook or contact your guidance counselor.  

Enjoy your summer – relaxing, rejuvenating, and, yes, reading and writing.  

Sincerely, 
 
Tim Huminski 
Writing Center Director  
 
 



 
     Summer 2020 - Senior Reading List - Class of 2021 

Entering Grade 12  
 

Select three books from this list: 
 One asterisked book and two others (with or without an asterisk) 

Note: All books with asterisks are available as ebooks via JBHS Learning Commons’ Destiny and Sora 
 

The JBHS 2020 Summer Reading Brochure and all summer reading instructions are on the Summer Resources link at                  
joelbarlowps.org. There are additional reading requirements for students enrolled in AP English. Course-specific             
information is in “Summer Work” on the JBHS website.  

 
 
* Boy, Snow, Bird, Helen Oyeyemi 
 Snow White fairy tale recast as a story of family secrets, race, beauty, and vanity.  
 
* Careless People: Murder, Mayhem, and the Invention of The Great Gatsby, Sarah Churchwell 
(nf) 
Biography of the novel; vivid portrayal of the Fitzgeralds and Jazz Age.  
 
* What is the What, Dave Eggers 
Personal story about the brutality of civil war, squalor, and the struggle for survival. 
  
Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of the Lusitania, Erik Larson (nf) 
Sheer drama and emotional power of a world-changing disaster.  
 
Escape from Camp 14: One Man's Remarkable Odyssey from North Korea to Freedom in the 
West, Blaine Harden (nf) 
Chronicle of life in and escape from a North Korean political prison.  
 
Machine Man, Max Barry (nf) 
What is man, really?  
 
Room, Emma Donoghue 
What will happen to Jack and his Ma? Close quarters!  
 
Train Dreams: A Novella, Denis Johnson 
Evocative observation of the American West as it changes over the 20th century.  
 
Watchmen, Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons 
A graphic novel, but far from simple, particularly in its implications.  
 
Who Is Mark Twain?, Mark Twain (nf) 
Essays and editorials; Mark Twain at his unvarnished best.  
 

 
 
 

https://www.joelbarlowps.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_238636/File/School%20Resources/Writing%20Center/2020%20Summer%20Reading/Summer%20Reading%20Brochure%202020.pdf


 
 

 

 
 

FAQ for Seniors’ Summer Reading  

• Is summer reading mandatory for students entering Grade 12? No, it is optional              
(except for students entering Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition, for whom it is              
mandatory). Keep reading.  

• If it is optional, why would I want to do it? We encourage all rising seniors to complete                   
summer reading to keep their minds active and their reading skills strong. Some students will have a                 
particular reason to keep reading, however. See below.  

• What do you mean? Completing summer reading as you enter Grade 12 can complete the                
reading component of the Diploma with Distinction. There are restrictions, however.  

• What restrictions? Each senior will receive a letter over the summer with the student’s               
average in the reading program from the three years at Joel Barlow. Students with a sufficiently high                 
average, as indicated by the details in that letter, may complete the summer reading and the senior                 
reflective synthesis project necessary for the reading component of the Diploma with Distinction. This              
letter will arrive via your er9-email account. Be sure to look for it!  

• If that letter tells me I am eligible, should I do the summer reading and the                 
senior reflective synthesis project? That is your choice. There are other components            
necessary for the Diploma with Distinction; you will find them outlined in your Student/Parent              
Handbook. Based on them, you may find that you have already completed sufficient requirements for               
that Diploma, or that, even with the Grade 12 reflective synthesis project, you will not be able to                  
complete sufficient requirements. In those cases, you may do the senior summer reading and reflective               
synthesis project, but it would be totally up to you.  

• So, again, summer reading for rising seniors is totally optional? Yes. Based on              
the details above about the Diploma with Distinction guidelines, it is your responsibility to consider your                
individual status.  

If you have questions about the senior summer reading or the reflective project, you may e-mail Mr.                 
Huminski. If you have questions about your individual status vis-a-vis the Diploma with Distinction, you               
should contact the Guidance Office.  



May 2020

Grade 12 Reflective Synthesis Project Overview

Over three years at Joel Barlow High School, you have distinguished yourself as a reader 
of texts. From curricular texts, such as those read in your English classes, to out-of-school 
reading, including those books read over the summer, you’ve become acquainted with some 
rich stories, met some intriguing characters, and, hopefully, even broadened your world view.

As a rising senior interested in fulfilling the JBHS Reading Program, you are now 
asked to complete a project that synthesizes your reading thus far. Your project 
will have two components: (1) a written reflective synthesis; (2) participation in a panel 
discussion. 

Written Reflective Synthesis 

Your written reflective synthesis should be completed over the summer. It will be due 
Friday, September 25, 2020. Your paper should accomplish two aims. First, it should provide a 
portrait of how you have developed as a reader over the past four years. Second, it should 
synthesize several of the texts you have read over the past four years. You may connect the texts 
in terms of literary devices, style, theme, or in another way of your choosing. However, a clearly 
discernible thread should guide your discussion. Both goals should help you distinguish yourself, 
as a reader, from others.

For your written document, be sure to select texts that show your development as a reader. 
For that reason, it would not be wise to pick texts from only one or two of your high school years. 
Also, at least one of the texts you discuss must come from the senior summer reading list. 

Your product will be scored based on the Reading Rubric, and must achieve a score of at 
least “4 – Excellent.” Notice that, for the “4” score, your reflective letter must 
demonstrate “advanced comprehension, thoughtful reflection, and growth in reading over 
time.” If you complete the grade 12 Reflective Synthesis Project to the "4" standard, then you 
will have completed the Reading Program with Honors, and you will be appropriately recognized.

Although your product will be scored based on the Reading Rubric, it is important that it 
meet high standards in terms of writing as well. Products that do not meet at least the “4 – 
Effective” level in writing on the JBHS Writing Rubric will not be accepted. You must submit 
your document to turnitin.com by September 25. Instructions are attached and on the “Summer 
Reading” link on the Joel Barlow web site. 

You will want to review your cumulative reading folder from the Writing Center so that 
you may use the documents within it as you complete your integrative project.  

Note:  For students enrolled in Advanced Placement English Literature and 
Composition, this project is replaced by the summer work for that course. Please see that 
separate course material for details.



May 2020

Oral Project 

When you return to school in the fall and have submitted your written product on 
Turnitin, you will be scheduled to participate in the second part of your culminating 
reading project. Groups of students will be assembled to participate in discussions 
about their reading experiences. Participation in this phase of the cumulative reading 
project is mandatory. Further details will be distributed in the fall. 



Entering Grade 12 Summer Reading Reflective Synthesis 2020: Turnitin

If you experience any difficulty, please email thuminski@er9.org over the summer. 
You will receive an answer within the week. 

A. Creating Your User Profile

1. Go to www.turnitin.com.

2. You most likely will be able to activate an account from a prior class. If you can’t 
activate an account from a prior class, click new users on the Turnitin homepage 
and follow the on-screen instructions.

3. The class ID is 24922098, and the password is reading.

B. Submitting Your Papers

1. Submit your synthesis in one document to turnitin.

2. To open your class portfolio, enter your e-mail address and password on the 
homepage, then click login.

3. You will see the class Grade 12 Summer Reflective Synthesis 2020. Click there.

4. Click on the submit icon based on the first letter of your last name.

5. You can submit your paper in one of two ways:

a. PREFERRED OPTION: By file upload (used to submit a paper as a computer 
file; submissions are accepted in Microsoft Word, WordPerfect, RTF, PDF, 
PostScript, and HTML formats).

1. Enter a title for your submission.

2. Click the Choose File button and locate the paper you want to submit.

3. Click submit. On the following page you will be asked to confirm the text 
of your submission. If the text checks out, click yes, submit to finalize 
your submission. After submitting a paper you will receive a digital 
receipt. From this screen you can proceed to your class portfolio to view 
the submission or enter another submission.

b. By cut & paste (used to submit a paper in another file format, by cutting

and pasting the text into a text box).

1. Click submit next to the desired assignment in your class portfolio.

2. Select cut & paste from the submission pull down menu.

3. Enter a title for your submission.

4. Cut and paste your paper into the text box.

5. Click submit. You will receive a digital receipt. From this screen you can 
proceed to your class portfolio to view the submission or enter another 
submission.

C. Collecting the Originality Report

Shortly after your response has been submitted, the program will generate an 
Originality Report for your paper. Click under report to view the report.

IMPORTANT: DO NOT DELETE THE “GRADE 12 REFLECTIVE SYNTHESIS” CLASS FROM 
TURNITIN until your scored work has been returned to you in class. 

Your reading synthesis must be submitted by September 25!


